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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4 are moot in view of cancelled 
claims 1-4 and new claims 5-14. ^ 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 5, 6, 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Ono et al (JP4091 16709A). 

With respect to claim 5, Ono et al disclose a handy scanner (image reading 
device, see Fig. 1) comprising: 

a handy scanner body (image pickup section case 6) including a read section 
(CCD 3) on a bottom surface thereof; 

a relay box (case 12) having a recess (plate 14a) for receiving said handy 
scanner body (image pickup section 6) so as to protect said bottom surface of said 
handy scanner body, said relay box being operable to relay signals (using control unit 
15c, memory 15b, A/D converter 15a) between said handy scanner body and a device 
(via interface 15e and cable 11); 

a first cord (cable 5) for connecting said handy scanner body (image pickup 
section 6) to said relay box (case 12); 
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a terminal (interface 15e) for establishing an electrical connection with the 
device; and 

a second cord (cable 1 1 ) for connecting said relay box (case 12) to said terminal 
(interface 15e). 

With respect to claim 6, Ono et al disclose a handy scanner of claim 5, wherein 
said recess is formed in a top surface of said relay box, and said recess and said handy 
scanner body are shaped and arranged so that said relay box (case 12) receives said 
handy scanner body (image pickup section case 6) such that said bottom surface of 
said handy scanner body faces a bottom surface of said recess (see Fig. 1). 

With respect to claim 9, Ono et al disclose a handy scanner of claim 5, wherein 
said relay box includes a fastener for fixing (heights 14b for positioning the image 
reading device 6 of Fig. 1) said handy scanner body (image pickup section case 6) 
within said recess. 

With respect to claim 10, Ono et al disclose a handy scanner of claim 9, wherein 
said recess is formed in a top surface of said relay box, and said recess and said handy 
scanner body are shaped and arranged so that said relay box receives said handy 
scanner body such that said bottom surface of said handy scanner body (image pickup 
section case 6) faces a bottom surface of said recess (see Fig. 1 ). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ono et 
al (JP409116709A) in view of Wang (US PGP 2003/0007141 A1). 

With respect to claim 7, Ono et al does not disclose a handy scanner of claim 5, 
wherein said relay box includes an interfering electromagnetic wave reduction noise 
filter although Ono et al does disclose a turnable filter 16a. Wang discloses a shield 
circuit 204 that filters away unwanted analog signals of the image analog signals while 
only the required analog signals remain, para. 0016, lines 11-13). Ono et al and Wang 
are analogous art because they are from the similar problem solving area of noise 
reduction. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to add the filtering feature of Wang to the case 12 of Ono et al in 
order to obtain case with a filter to restrict unwanted noise. The motivation for doing so 
would be to obtain a clean and undistorted image signal. 

4. Claims 8, and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ono et al (JP4091 16709A) in view of well-known prior art. 

With respect to claim 8, Ono et al does not disclose a handy scanner of claim 5, 
wherein said relay box including said interfering electromagnetic wave reduction noise 
filter has a one-piece construction. Examiner notes that it was well-known in the art to 
add suppression filters to reduce EM interference. In addition, a filter of one-piece 
construction was well-known in the art. The motivation to construct the filter in this 


Application/Control Number: 09/843,746 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2626 

fashion would allow for a smaller circuit footprint in order to save space and for simple 
circuit construction. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Ono et al does not disclose a handy scanner of claim 5, 
wherein said first cord is detachably connected to each of said handy scanner body and 
said relay box. Although Ono et al does not disclose a detachable cord or cable, it was 
well-known in the art to use detachable cabling for electrical devices. The motivation 
would be to interface with USB compliant devices or to increase the transfer speed of 
data. 

With respect to claim 12, Ono et al does not disclose a handy scanner of claim 5, 
wherein said terminal comprises a USB jack connected to said second cord. Although 
Ono et al does not disclose a USB connection jack, it was well-known in the art to use 
USB interfaces for electrical devices. The motivation would be to quickly interchange a 
defective subassembly or interface with another device. 

With respect to claim 13, Ono et al does not disclose a handy scanner of claim 5, 
wherein said bottom surface of said handy scanner body (image pickup section case 6) 
comprises transparent glass. Examiner notes that Ono et al does disclose the use of a 
transparent acrylic board 14c. Although Ono et al choose to use an acrylic plate, it was 
well-known in the art to use plate glass as an alternative plate. 

With respect to claim 14, Ono et al disclose a handy scanner of claim 13, 
wherein said recess is formed in a top surface of said relay box, and said recess and < 
said handy scanner body (image pickup section case 6) are shaped and arranged so 
that said relay box receives said handy scanner body such that said transparent glass 
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(transparent acrylic board, see Examiner note with respect to claim 13) of said bottom 
surface of said handy scanner body faces a bottom surface of said recess (see Fig. 1). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7464. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on 571-272-7471 . The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




